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to humiliate Russia and drive a wedge into the Triple
Entente by forcing Russia to abandon the Entente with
England in favor of some new agreement between the three
Eastern Emperors. It was set down as a new evidence of
the brutality of Germany's diplomatic methods. Unfor-
tunately for Germany, confirmation seemed to be given tc
this feeling by Emperor William's vainglorious and tactless
speech, when on a visit to Vienna in 1910, he proclaimed to.
the world that he had stood by his ally "in shining armor."
The effect of the whole episode on the third partner in
the Triple Alliance was thoroughly unfortunate for the
Central Powers. Italy had not been fully consulted before-
hand by her ally, nor had she been able to take any impor-
tant part in the solution of the crisis. Italian pride had
been offended, and Italian ambitions seemed threatened by
Austria's further grip upon the Balkan Peninsula. The
latent emotional hatred of Austria in Italian hearts was
rekindled by a feeling of military and naval inferiority at
the sight of Austrian troops dominating the frontiers, the
fortifications of Pola, and the contemplated construction of
Austrian Dreadnoughts. The tradition of Venetian domi-
nation in the Adriatic seemed threatened by Aehrenthal's
more aggressive policies. Hitherto Italian hopes had been
protected by the status quo principle of quieta non movere,
but Austria's action looked like an alarming departure from
it. To these fears were added the perennial irredentist
friction, the fact that Austria was the only Power which had
not answered the invitation for the International Exposi-
tion planned for 1911, and the bitter memories revived by
the semi-centennial celebrations of the Wars of 1859. This
bitter feeling found vent in a passionate and loudly ap-
plauded oration by ex-Premier Fortis: "There is only one
Power with whom Italy sees a possibility of conflict, and
that, I regret to say, is our ally. The Government must
invite the nation to new sacrifices to adjust our military